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Autotrader Offers Helpful Road Trip Tips for the 2016
Holiday Driving Season

ATLANTA, Nov. 22, 2016 /PRNewswire/ -- It seems everyone has experienced
the "Are We There Yet!?" whine coming from the backseat on a long holiday
road trip. Last year, AAA reported an estimated 47 million people traveled
50 or more miles from home on Thanksgiving*, and this year, that number
could be even higher.  With Thanksgiving right around the corner, the editors
from Autotrader have published a list of Long Holiday Driving Tips to keep
road warriors comfortable and content on their drives.

According to a recent Autotrader poll**, many holiday travelers are planning
to drive to visit family and friends this holiday season and expect to be on
the road for about 2 hours on average.  Additionally, the poll showed that
nearly a quarter -- 22 percent -- will travel almost 100 miles in their cars.

"The key to safe travel is to prepare early," said Brian Moody, executive
editor for Autotrader. "With the busy holiday road trip season now upon us,
one of the biggest mistakes families can make is waiting until the last minute
to make sure your car is in road-ready condition."

Autotrader Offers Helpful Holiday Road Trip Tips, Just In Time for
Thanksgiving 2016

Prepare Your Vehicle Ahead of Time:

Ready your vehicle by making sure it is in good shape. Double-check
your tire pressure, oil, and coolant, and be sure to give it a wash.
Riding in a clean car is always a more enjoyable experience for
everyone.
Pre-set your navigation before your departure – think of it as one less
thing to worry about when you're trying to load up the car and hit the
road.
If your car is equipped with any drivers assistance systems (Forward
Collision Warning, Lane Departure Warning, Blind Spot Detection, Rear
Cross Traffic Alert), make sure they're all turned on to help you have a
safe journey.

Be Ready for "Just In Case" Scenarios:

Check the weather forecast -- you don't want to be caught off guard by
a winter storm, excessive rain or road closures in the middle of your
road trip. (The Federal Highway Administration's website is a great
resource -- www.fhwa.dot.gov/trafficinfo/index.htm).
If you live in (or are traveling to) colder climates, don't be caught off-
guard by the potential for snow or ice. Equip your vehicle with items
like blankets, booster cables, flares, a flashlight, hand warmers and a
window scraper.
Make sure you have some snacks on hand in case traffic is much worse
than you thought. In fact, every car should have some kind of
emergency kit that includes a little portable, non-perishable food. Also
remember to have plenty of any necessary medication with you, and
get prescriptions refilled prior to leaving rather than planning to do it
once you arrive.
Always keep an extra phone charger in your car. You'll be glad you did,
especially in the event of an emergency.

Make Good Choices:

http://www.prnewswire.com/
http://www.autotrader.com/car-news/long-holiday-driving-tips-26671
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/trafficinfo/index.htm


The no-brainers: Make sure that everyone in the car is properly
wearing seatbelts, even if you are in a larger vehicle such as a van or
an RV. Watch your speed, remembering it is not worth trying to cut
travel time by driving too fast when roadways are packed with holiday
traffic. And of course, don't ever drink and drive, no matter what.
The lesser-knowns: We know it may be impossible to pass up seconds
on grandma's sweet potato soufflé, but try not to overeat. Eating too
much can make you tired for the drive back home. Take regular
breaks, stopping at least once every two hours, and more often at
night to help reduce fatigue and tunnel vision.
Use technology wisely: Don't 'talk and drive' on your mobile unless
you're doing it hands-free or while pulled over safely off the highway,
and never text and drive. Supply the kids with distractions so they
don't distract you. If you a have a rear entertainment system, put on a
movie, or better yet, teach them some 'old school' road trip games like
the license plate game or the billboard game. If all else fails, you can
always arm them with their devices (with headphones), to keep the
peace for all passengers.

For more information about Autotrader's Long Holiday Travel Tips, visit
http://www.autotrader.com/car-news/long-holiday-driving-tips-26671.  

* http://newsroom.aaa.com/2015/11/46-9-million-americans-to-travel-for-
thanksgiving-according-to-aaa/

** Autotrader Trendtracker Omnibus, October, 2016.

About Autotrader
Autotrader is the most visited third-party car shopping site, with the most
engaged audience of in-market shoppers. As the foremost authority on
automotive consumer insights and expert in online and mobile marketing,
Autotrader makes the car shopping experience easy and fun for today's
empowered consumer looking to find or sell the perfect new, used or
Certified Pre-Owned car. Using technology, shopper insights and local
market guidance, Autotrader's comprehensive marketing solutions guide
dealers to personalized digital marketing strategies that grow brand, drive
traffic and connect the online and in-store shopping experience.

Autotrader is a Cox Automotive™ brand. Cox Automotive is a subsidiary of
Cox Enterprises. For more information, please
visit http://press.autotrader.com.

About Cox Automotive
Cox Automotive Inc. is transforming the way the world buys, sells and owns
cars with industry-leading digital marketing, software, financial, wholesale
and e-commerce solutions for consumers, dealers, manufacturers and the
overall automotive ecosystem worldwide. Committed to open choice and
dedicated to strong partnerships, the Cox Automotive family includes
Autotrader®, Dealer.com®, Dealertrack®, Kelley Blue Book®, Manheim®,
NextGear Capital®, vAuto®, Xtime® and a host of other brands. The global
company has 33,000 team members in more than 200 locations and is
partner to more than 40,000 auto dealers, as well as most major automobile
manufacturers, while engaging U.S. consumer car buyers with the most
recognized media brands in the industry. Cox Automotive is a subsidiary of
Cox Enterprises Inc., an Atlanta-based company with revenues of $18 billion
and approximately 60,000 employees. Cox Enterprises' other major
operating subsidiaries include Cox Communications and Cox Media Group.
For more information about Cox Automotive, visit www.coxautoinc.com.
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