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Shopper Interest in Truck and SUVs Remained
Strong in July; Asking Prices Increased Again for the
Majority of New, Used and CPO Vehicles

ATLANTA, Aug. 9, 2011 /PRNewswire/ -- Two major trends were evident in
AutoTrader.com's July Trend Engine report, which offers analysis of traffic to
the site each month: shoppers continued to show interest in big trucks and
SUVs despite relatively high gas prices, and the production shortages for
new cars coupled with continued short supply of quality used cars have
pushed asking prices higher across new, used and Certified Pre-Owned
(CPO) vehicles.
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"The combination of consumers holding on to their cars longer, leasing
drying up and the lack of new car sales in 2009 and 2010 has caused a
dearth of late-model quality used cars being available for sale in 2011," said
Rick Wainschel, AutoTrader.com's vice president of automotive insights.
"This short supply has put tremendous pressure on the used and CPO
market, pushing prices higher. Additionally, production shortages in the new
car arena have had a similar effect."

New and Used Trucks and SUVs still Popular in July; Compacts take
a Hit

While gas prices remained high in July, consumers continued to flock toward
big trucks and SUVs. Shoppers briefly turned their attention away from these
vehicles earlier in the year when gas prices were nearing $4.00 per gallon,
but with the steady decreases in June and leveling off in July, shoppers kept
their sights on the vehicles they love.

"Every time gas prices start increasing, there's a threshold at which
consumers start focusing more on fuel efficiency than other considerations;
however, that threshold becomes a moving target with each major increase,
as shoppers' tolerance for what they pay at the pump eventually goes up,"
Wainschel continued.

Trucks and SUVs continued to make big gains on the list of most-searched
new vehicles in July, with seven full-size trucks and five SUVs (including
crossovers) dominating the list. Nearly all of the full-size trucks on the list
made month-over-month gains in popularity, ranking higher in July than they
did in June. The new Dodge Ram 2500 made the biggest month-over-month
gain, moving up seven spots from No. 23 in June to No. 16 in July. The new
Chevrolet Silverado 2500 also made a notable jump, moving up four spots
from No. 18 in June to No. 14 in July. Both the new Ford F-150 and new F-250
moved up two spots, to No. 1 and No. 11, respectively. The new Chevrolet
Silverado 1500 came in at No. 5, up one spot from June.

On the SUV front, the new Jeep Grand Cherokee continued to enjoy
popularity with shoppers, moving up two spots and breaking into the top 20
at No. 19 in July. The new Ford Explorer moved up one spot in July, taking the
No. 10 spot. However, the biggest jump came in the crossover segment, with
the new Kia Sorento moving up seven spots month-over-month to land at
No. 20 in July.

As in June, compacts took another hit in popularity in July, generating less
consumer interest month-over-month. The new Volkswagen Jetta dropped
two spots in July to No. 12; however, it is still up fourteen spots year-over-
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year. Similarly, the new Ford Focus dropped a notable six spots on the list,
but it is also well above the No. 56 position it held in July 2010. The new
Chevrolet Cruze at No. 8 was the only compact to stay put month-over-
month.

Similar trends were seen on the list of most-searched used vehicles, as many
full-size trucks moved up in popularity month-over-month while luxury and
smaller cars declined. On the full-size truck front, the used Dodge Ram 1500,
used Chevrolet Silverado 2500 and used Dodge Ram 2500 all moved up two
spots month-over-month. With the exception of the used BMW 3-Series, all of
the other most-searched used luxury cars took a hit in popularity, with the
used Infiniti G35/37, used BMW 5-Series and used Audi A4 all declining two
spots in their ranking month-over-month. The only other used vehicles to
decline in their rankings month-over-month were the used Honda Accord and
used Honda Civic, which both moved down one spot on the list.

On the list of most-searched CPO vehicles, the trends were a little less
organized. Full-size trucks and SUVs remained relatively flat, with only a few
standouts in the crossover category. The CPO Honda Pilot moved up three
spots month-over-month to No. 13, while the CPO Toyota Highlander
dropped two spots to No. 16. However, one minivan made the list in July,
with the CPO Honda Odyssey moving up three spots to break into the top 20.

Asking Prices Still on the Rise for Majority of New, Used and CPO

Year-over-year average asking prices for the majority of the most-searched
new vehicles on the site continued to increase in July, with 14 out of 19 going
up (the new Chevrolet Cruze does not have year-over-year data at this
time). Out of those 14, nine vehicles have asking prices that are at least
$1,000 higher than they were during the same time last year.  

In the full-size truck segment, the Ford F-250 showed a 6.3% increase in
average asking price, which amounts to $2,896. Similarly, the asking price
for the new Chevrolet Silverado 2500 increased 9.7%, or $3,880 year-over-
year. SUVs also showed big increases, with the new Jeep Grand Cherokee's
price rising 5.4% year-over-year, totaling $2,025; the redesigned Ford
Explorer leapt 11.2% in average asking price, or $4,040. Of the small cars,
the Ford Focus showed the biggest percentage jump in average asking price,
going up 15.4% year-over-year, an increase of $2,918.

For the most-searched used vehicles, prices rose year-over-year for 12 out of
the top 20 vehicles. The biggest price increases were for smaller cars,
including compacts and mid-size sedans. All four of the vehicles fitting into
these two categories saw average asking price increases of over 10%. In the
compact car segment, the used Honda Civic's price rose 12% to $15,211,
which was an increase of $1,631 year-over-year, and the used Volkswagen
Jetta's price rose 11.4%, an increase of $1,540 year-over-year.  For mid-size
sedans, the used Honda Accord's price rose 12.2%, up $1,926 to $17,692 in
July 2011, and the used Nissan Altima's price rose 10.3%, up $1,548 year-
over-year to $16,556. The used BMW 3-Series was the only luxury small car
to top the thousand-dollar increase mark, as its average asking price went
up $1,108, which was a 4.3% increase year-over-year.

While many used trucks and SUVs gained in popularity, average asking
prices for these vehicles decreased year-over-year. Most of these decreases
were small; however, the used Ford F-250 and used Dodge Ram 1500 both
saw decreases over 3.5%, with the F-250 dropping $892 and the Ram 1500
dropping $703 year-over-year. For used SUVs, the Chevrolet Tahoe took the
biggest hit in asking price, declining 10.6%, a difference of $2,693.

The big story on the CPO front in July was definitely in average asking prices,



which rose on 17 out of 20. Thirteen of those vehicles showed year-over-
year price increases in excess of $1,000. These increases signal a high
demand for quality, late-model used vehicles, which have been facing supply
issues across the board.

Toyota and Honda, both automakers that have been facing challenges due
to the Japan earthquake, had 10 vehicles that experienced a price increase
over $1,000, with three models even topping the $2,000 mark. The CPO
Toyota Highlander's price increased $2,412, the CPO Honda Accord's price
increased $2,075 and the CPO Toyota's 4-Runner's price increased $2,012.

Top 10 Articles on AutoTrader.com in July

In July, shoppers showed great interest in AutoTrader.com's long-term test of
the Volkswagen Jetta TDI. Also making a big splash was AutoTrader.com's
recently released iPhone app and some celebrity car listing sightings.

The Top 10 Articles in July were:

1. Top 8 Fuel-Efficient American Cars
2. 2011 VW Jetta TDI Test - More than Economy
3. Jetta TDI Test: Flying vs. Driving Follow-Up
4. 2011 Kia Sorento - New Car Review
5. 5 Great New American Cars
6. For Sale on AutoTrader.com: New England Patriot's Audi A4
7. For sale on AutoTrader: Dave Mirra's G55 AMG
8. For Sale on AutoTrader: Baseball Player Luis Castillo's Maserati
9. Check Out Our New iPhone App

10. Jetta TDI Test: Flying vs. Driving Challenge

 

About AutoTrader.com

Atlanta-based AutoTrader.com, created in 1997, is the Internet's ultimate
automotive marketplace and consumer information website. AutoTrader.com
aggregates in a single location millions of new cars, used cars and certified
pre-owned cars from thousands of auto dealers and private sellers and is a
leading online resource for auto dealers, individuals and manufacturers to
advertise and market their vehicles to in-market shoppers. The company
also provides a robust suite of software tools for dealers and manufacturers
to help them manage and market their vehicle inventory and display
advertising on the Internet. AutoTrader.com continues to grow key business
metrics, including revenue, profitability and site traffic. Today,
AutoTrader.com attracts more than 15 million unique monthly visitors who
utilize the site to review descriptions, photos and videos of vehicles for sale;
research and compare vehicles; review pricing and specials; and read auto-
related content like buying and selling tips and editorial coverage of major
auto shows and automotive trends. AutoTrader.com operates two other auto
marketing brands, AutoTraderClassics.com and AutoTraderLatino.com.
AutoTrader.com also owns used vehicle management software company
vAuto, Kelley Blue Book (Kbb.com), HomeNet Automotive, a leading provider
of online inventory management and merchandising solutions for the
automotive retail industry and VinSolutions, a leading provider of end-to-end
solution platforms for dealers.  AutoTrader.com is a majority-owned
subsidiary of Cox Enterprises. Providence Equity Partners is a 25 percent
owner of the company and Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers is also an
investor. For more information, please visit www.autotrader.com.
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MAKE Rank 7/11 Rank 7/10  
Ford 1 1  
Chevrolet 2 2  
Dodge 3 4  
Toyota 4 3  
Nissan 5 5  
Hyundai 6 10  
Jeep 7 8  
GMC 8 7  
Kia 9 14  
BMW 10 6  

  
   

 
JULY TOP 10 USED VEHICLE BRANDS SEARCHED  
MAKE Rank 7/11 Rank 7/10  
Ford 1 1  
Chevrolet 2 2  
Toyota 3 3  
Dodge 4 4  
BMW 5 5  
Nissan 6 6  
Honda 7 7  
Mercedes-Benz 8 8  
Jeep 9 9  
GMC 10 10  

  
   

 
JULY TOP 20 MOST-SEARCHED NEW VEHICLES  

MAKE MODEL

VDP
Rank
7/11

VDP
Rank
6/11

VDP
Rank
7/10

Avg.
Price
7/11

Avg.
Price
7/10

Price
%

Change
 

Ford F-150 1 3 3 $37,783 $37,352 1.15%  
Ford Mustang 2 1 1 $37,104 $33,317 11.37%  
Chevrolet Camaro 3 2 2 $35,486 $34,099 4.07%  
Jeep Wrangler 4 4 7 $30,481 $29,564 3.10%  

Chevrolet
Silverado
1500 5 6 4 $33,558 $33,751 -0.57%  

Chevrolet Corvette 6 5 8 $65,851 $70,287 -6.31%  
Dodge Challenger 7 7 12 $33,124 $33,722 -1.77%  
Chevrolet Cruze 8 8 N/A $20,786 N/A N/A  
Dodge Ram 1500 9 9 10 $34,844 $34,686 0.46%  
Ford Explorer 10 11 81 $39,973 $35,933 11.24%  
Ford F-250 11 13 5 $48,780 $45,884 6.31%  
Volkswagen Jetta 12 10 26 $23,120 $23,658 -2.27%  
Chevrolet Equinox 13 14 15 $27,413 $27,895 -1.73%  

Chevrolet
Silverado
2500 14 18 11 $44,088 $40,208 9.65%  

Hyundai Sonata 15 17 16 $25,221 $23,360 7.97%  
Dodge Ram 2500 16 23 19 $46,968 $46,523 0.96%  



Dodge Charger 17 16 74 $31,641 $29,321 7.91%  
Ford Focus 18 12 56 $21,864 $18,946 15.40%  

Jeep
Grand
Cherokee 19 21 9 $39,318 $37,293 5.43%  

Kia Sorento 20 27 40 $27,893 $27,069 3.04%  

  
        

 
JULY TOP 20 MOST-SEARCHED USED VEHICLES  

MAKE MODEL

VDP
Rank
7/11

VDP
Rank
6/11

VDP
Rank
7/10

Avg.
Price
7/11

Avg.
Price
7/10

Price
%

Change
 

Ford F-150 1 1 1 $19,780 $20,366 -2.88%  
BMW 3-Series 2 2 2 $26,706 $25,597 4.33%  

Chevrolet
Silverado
1500 3 3 3 $19,576 $19,732 -0.79%  

Ford Mustang 4 4 4 $19,508 $18,364 6.23%  
Jeep Wrangler 5 5 7 $20,940 $20,318 3.06%  
Ford F-250 6 6 5 $23,802 $24,694 -3.61%  
Dodge Ram 1500 7 9 8 $17,668 $18,371 -3.82%  
Honda Accord 8 7 6 $17,692 $15,766 12.22%  
Honda Civic 9 8 9 $15,211 $13,580 12.01%  
Chevrolet Tahoe 10 10 10 $22,731 $25,424 -10.59%  

Chevrolet
Silverado
2500 11 13 12 $22,547 $23,006 -1.99%  

Toyota Tacoma 12 12 14 $20,865 $19,057 9.48%  
Infiniti G35/37 13 11 11 $23,764 $23,145 2.67%  
Nissan Altima 14 15 15 $16,556 $15,007 10.32%  
Dodge Ram 2500 15 17 13 $24,749 $25,106 -1.42%  
BMW 5-Series 16 14 17 $30,050 $30,755 -2.29%  

Jeep
Grand
Cherokee 17 18 16 $16,602 $16,388 1.31%  

Audi A4 18 16 19 $21,787 $21,307 2.25%  
Toyota Tundra 19 19 18 $22,661 $22,469 0.85%  
Volkswagen Jetta 20 20 21 $15,057 $13,518 11.39%  

  
        

 
JULY TOP 20 MOST-SEARCHED CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

VEHICLES  

MAKE MODEL

VDP
Rank
7/11

VDP
Rank
6/11

VDP
Rank
7/10

Avg.
Price
7/11

Avg.
Price
7/10

Price
%

Change
 

BMW 3-Series 1 1 1 $31,962 $30,504 4.78%  
Honda Accord 2 2 2 $20,249 $18,174 11.42%  

Chevrolet
Silverado
1500 3 3 3 $24,679 $24,233 1.84%  

Audi A4 4 5 9 $26,776 $26,550 0.85%  
Toyota Tundra 5 4 4 $26,969 $25,567 5.48%  
Toyota Camry 6 8 7 $18,831 $17,352 8.52%  
Honda Civic 7 6 8 $17,852 $16,074 11.06%  



Toyota Tacoma 8 7 10 $24,168 $22,284 8.46%  Chevrolet Tahoe 9 9 5 $33,107 $33,633 -1.56%  

Ford F-150 10 10 6 $26,676 $25,266 5.58%  
Volkswagen Jetta 11 12 13 $17,823 $16,205 9.98%  
BMW 5-Series 12 11 11 $36,394 $37,442 -2.80%  
Honda Pilot 13 16 16 $26,609 $24,838 7.13%  
Acura TL 14 13 12 $27,474 $25,970 5.79%  
Ford Mustang 15 15 14 $23,766 $21,602 10.02%  
Toyota Highlander 16 14 15 $27,204 $24,791 9.73%  
Acura MDX 17 17 18 $32,402 $32,540 -0.42%  
Honda CR-V 18 19 23 $21,531 $21,123 1.93%  
Toyota 4-Runner 19 18 17 $26,952 $24,850 8.46%  
Honda Odyssey 20 23 25 $25,495 $24,114 5.73%  
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For further information: Julie Shipp, +1-404-568-7914, +1-404-558-7837
(cell), julie.shipp@autotrader.com
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